
 

Protective	Measure	Decision	Matrix		
(Evacuation,	Shelter	in	Place,	and	Isolation/Quarantine)	

Protective	
Measures?		

Yes	 No	

Is	this	a	Public	
Health	

Emergency	that	
requires	Isolation	
or	Quarantine?	

Yes	No	
Isolation/
Quarantine	

Is	it	safe	for	
people	to	
leave?	

Yes	

No	

Key	Considerations	
u Adequate	resources	available?	
u Evacuation	routes	clear?	
u Ability	to	open	evacuation	/	
reception	centers?	

u Time	to	get	message	out?	
u Clearance	times	adequate?	
u Is	this	a	meta-scenario?	(Extreme	

event	with	little	or	no	notice.)	

Shelter	In	
Place	

Severe	Weather	
u  Utilize	window/

door	protection	
u  Find	interior	room	

to	shelter	in	
	

Hazardous	Materials	
Consult	with	ESF	10	

(HazMat)	

Consult	with	ESF	8	
(Health	and	Medical)	

Civil	Unrest	
Consult	with	ESF	16	
(Law	Enforcement)	

Is	there	a	
risk	of	

flooding?	

Vertical	
Evacuation	

Yes	Evacuation	

u  Continue	to	
monitor	the	
situation	

u  Re-evaluate	as	
changes	occur	

u  Move	to	higher	floor	
u  Get	on	top	of	furniture	

u  Continue	to	
monitor	the	
situation	

u  Re-evaluate	as	
changes	occur	

u  Close	and	seal	
windows	and	doors	

u  Shut	off	a/c	or	heat	
compressor	
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Are	people	able	
to	leave	the	

area?	

No	

Refuge	of	
Last	Resort	

u  Issue	warning	message	
with	locations	and	
capacities	


